Prince Edward Island Women

... our experiences seeking our reproductive rights



The long fight for local access to abortion in Prince Edward Island was quiet
for a long time. Not dormant - no! But quiet. Activists meeting a few times a
year to see if there was a new tactic that might change our situation as the only
province of Canada with no local access to surgical abortion. Letter-writing
campaigns to decision-makers, largely ignored. Notes in reports about the
hardship caused by lack of access. Information sharing, person to person and
organization to organization. Help and support for desperate women. Head-
shaking at the annual onslaught of anti-choice vigils. Hat-passing to collect
funds for women who could not afford to travel off-Island for needed medical
services.

A culture of silence.

A culture of fear.

Stigma and shaming.

Discrimination against women who are young or poor or vulnerable.
Discrimination against women. Period.

Since 2011 we've turned up the volume on the fight for local access to

abortion services and reproductive rights. I

This ‘zine includes stories PEI women have shared about their struggle for
reproductive rights. It includes stories of accessing Plan B contraception,
tubal ligation, medical abortion, and surgical abortion. It celebrates the history
of activism and creates a historical record of recent events. You will read

about public rallies and events and anniversaries as well as private choices,
heartbreaks, and hopes.

Many submissions were inspired by Dr. Colleen MacQuarrie’s ground-breaking
research project, “Understanding for a Change.” Some submissions were
created just for this zine. Some submissions were written to be read at a Speak
Out! in April 2012. Readings from this event can be seen on video here:
http://vimeo.com/peiabortionrights

The Abortion Rights Network is made up of organizations and individuals.

The Network and its members, especially the fearless PEI Reproductive Rights
Organization (PRRO), have done information sheets, guerilla postering,

speak outs, rallies, protests, anniversary parties, letters to editor, letters to the
government, and more. We've done this in a spirit of joyful solidarity and hope,
convinced that as a community here on PEI, we are ready to trust women and
support their choices.

This gorgeous messy zine is dedicated to all the women who contributed their
stories and all the people on PEI and across Canada who speak out.

I L Abortion Rights Network
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We honour parent supporters, earfy chifdhood educators, and others who share ln our coffective 1}
care for chifdren
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We honour men who take no for answer, men who take respnns:blllty, and -
men who support women’s access and chmce
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(- honour women who have given up children for adoption and those whu have adopted a
them and parented them.
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We honour most of all the women here who have actively supported other women's
cholees — by going with someone to Fredericton or Halifax, by giving money, by giving

women & place to stay, by holding someonse's hand, by listening, by supporting someone
through a pregnancy they chose to continue, by caring for girls and women and bables
they chose or that they were forced to carry as a result of no access to chojces,

We honour the women who stand here with their wives, husbands, partners, lovers,
siblings, mothers, children, grandchildren, grandmothers, and friends.

We honour you, and we honour each other when we do our best to make
choices accessible in our messy, complicated, tough, beautiful lives.

FE;
RQ/J' ﬁ‘d‘r - !
/ (A" - Cq"hcf/
"""T"Ice b O the RLE e s B S -4
[~ = - ; ':."'EE. < ‘5"'&1-
?'f-'!r/m ‘as GF hlf -
I 3 e'!'ou” mﬁE‘p-. ’ M i =7
T Ll Bl g 1 I S gt et e : !
E'%P 19 R TS —
&7 . Ly,
\ q" ﬁ% "
A Ll & Ty
- A
: he.
w f e = ' [
o B~y

29



30



31



32



33



34



35



1

A

T Y
o=

7o

| The mord for "woman’ is
soutoura, I refers te sell
knowledge, vell-eateem,
and sall-respect. These
are ocessary ie obtain
tha respect of athers,
somelhing my mather
ragarded as essential for

111
S TP




37



WOA30e[EITUOTI MMM
0107 £90®] BOTUOW (B
yder3ojoyd 1endip
Sunwm

38



39



40



41



What we've achieved..
is just the beginning.



